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1.
CONSTITUTION

Article 1: NAME AND PURPOSE


Section 1.  NAME:  The shall be called the Elizabeth City BASS Masters of Elizabeth City, North 
  
  
Carolina



Section 2.  PURPOSE: The general purpose of the club shall be to facilitate the organized 


support, protection, education and encouragement of sport-fishing, youth and 


conservation at all levels and to “partner“ with other like minded groups to do 


the same. More particularly stated, purposes of the club include the following:

Paragraph  A  
To establish and maintain an organization for the support of sport 
fishing, and all related recreational and educational fishing, youth and 
conservation activities conducted in a safe manner. 

Paragraph  B
To stimulate the public awareness of angling as a major sport. To 
educate the public upon the positive economic impact of angling at the national, 
state and local levels. 
Paragraph  C
To offer our state fish and wildlife agencies our organized, 


conservation feedback, input, political and legislative support and 


assistance. 
Paragraph  D
To promote full adherence to conservation codes, clean water 
standards, and industry accepted practices which impact the sport of fishing. 
Paragraph  E
To support and demand adequate water quality standards, fisheries 
habitat and fisheries resource management. 
Paragraph  F
To protect and guard anglers right‘s and demand unfettered, 
responsible access to all public waters and facilities, built, supported or 
otherwise funded in whole or in part by public funds. 
Paragraph G
To detect and report polluters or violators of fish and wildlife 
conservation laws and to expose violators or polluters publicly and focus 
political or legal attention upon such violations. 
Paragraph H
To encourage, facilitate and promote youth fishing activities and 
education and a love for this great recreation. 
Paragraph I
To work to improve our skills as anglers through fellowship and 
camaraderie of friendly exchange of fish-catching techniques. 
Paragraph  J
To teach and promote safe boating and on the water practices. 


Article 2.  METHOD OF AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS



Section 1.  AMENDMENTS.  The Constitution and By-laws may be amended anytime the need 
arises and is approved by 25% of the membership. Administrative or typographic errors may 
be corrected at any time. 


Article 3.  CHAPTER OFFICE ELECTIONS



Section 1.  ELECTIONS.  Nominations for new officers will be received annually at the first meeting 
in September of each year.  Elections shall be by a majority vote of those members present at 
the first meeting in October.  Elections for each office shall be held in the order listed in 
Article 4.  Elections shall be by secret ballot.  Officers will take office in the month of 
January.  This allows the new officers an opportunity to get a good turnover from the 
outgoing officer and allows the tournament director to finish out the tournament year.


Section 2.  ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE. Each member present is entitled to one vote.



Section 3.  TERM OF OFFICE.  The term of office is one year, or until a successor assumes office.



Section 4.  VACANCIES.  In the event of an office becoming vacant, nominations shall be solicited 
and an election held to fill the unexspired term of the individual vacating the office.  In the 
case of the President, the Vice Presidents office will be filled.



Section 5.  ELIGIBILITY TO HOLD OFFICE.  Must be a paid-up, active member.


Article 4.  OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES.



Section 1.  PRESIDENT.  Presides over meetings and appoints committees as necessary to conduct 
the business of the chapter.



Section 2.  VICE-PRESIDENT.  Acts as program chairman, assists the president in his duties and 
presides in the absence of the president. 



Section 3.  SECRETARY.  Maintains and reports accurate minutes of all meetings.  Ensure each new 
member receives a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws.  Provide a new and updated club 
roster to the memberships as changes warrant.  Maintain a copy of each member who is a 
boat operator, a copy of his or her liability insurance.


Section 4.  TREASURER.  Maintains accurate financial records for the chapter and each chapter 
member.  Collects funds at each chapter event where required, pays established payout fees, 
and deposits/disburses funds from the chapter's treasury.  Provides a complete financial 
report at each meeting.


Section 5.  TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR.  Supervises the tournament committee in performing 
their duties as specified in the constitution, Article 7, Section 2, paragraph A.  Determines 
order of finish and points awarded for each tournament.  Maintains records of each 
tournament and overall point standings.  The tournament director shall chair the tournament 
committee.  The purpose of the tournament committee shall be to plan, organize and operate 
all Club fishing tournaments or special events.  The tournament committee will draft 
tournament rules, which must be ratified by the general membership.  The committee will 
keep tournament records, waivers, enforce all tournament rules and safe boating, regulations 
and investigate and rule on all protests concerning tournaments.  The tournament director 
subject to approval of majority membership vote will set tournament dates/sites.


Section 6: CONSERVATION OFFICER:  Represent the Elizabeth City Bass Masters in all 
matters dealing with wildlife conservation.  The Conservation Director shall chair the 
Conservation committee; its purpose shall be to protect our natural environment and 
resources from harm; to document and report to the proper authorities’ violations of local, 
state and federal anti-pollution laws, statutes, regulations, ordinances or .other. 
incidences; to join in legal action where appropriate; to undertake informational and 
educational programs to bring public awareness of threats to our environment or fisheries 
habitat; and to take a leadership role in repairing any harm that has been done to the 
waters of America. To work toward a responsible fisheries habitat and management 
agenda.  To inform the club of any local issues that should be addressed by the club.  
Establish and maintain a good working relationship with all local, state and federal 
wildlife agencies.


Section 7: YOUTH DIRECTOR: Organize all youth activities and programs and oversee the 
operations of the Elizabeth City Bass Masters Youth Club. The Youth director shall chair 
the Youth club committee, its purpose shall be to plan, organize and implement Club 
Youth Projects; to introduce young people to the purpose of the club and the state and 
national organization; to teach the youth a basis for respect of our national heritage, an 
appreciation of the basic rules for honesty, integrity, fair play and good sportsmanship; 
and to give them an introduction to the sheer joy of fishing, community service and the 
out of doors. 


Article 5.  MEMBERSHIP



Section 1.  REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP




Paragraph A.  The membership will be limited to 30 members. Member must be 16 years of 
age or older to be in the adult club.




Paragraph B. Express a genuine interest in the club. Each member is expected to be an 
active member of the club by attending club meetings, special events, and all 
other activities considered to be club functions.  Non-participation by any 
member is grounds to be removed from the club.




Paragraph C.  A prospective member will:





1.  
Club sponsor will partition the club for membership on behalf of the 


prospective member at any club meeting.  Prospective members will be 

required to pay $25.00 per tournament until voted into the club.

Paragraph D.  All members or prospective members who own or operate a watercarft will 
maintain, as a minimum, $100,000.00 worth of liability insurance on their 
watercraft to fish any club tournament.



Section 2. ACCEPTANCE.  To be accepted in the club a prospective member must receive a 
majority "yes" vote.  Fifty percent (50%) of the membership must be present to vote.



Section 3. MEMBERSHIP DUES.




Paragraph A.  All club dues are due at the first club meeting of the fiscal year and $20.00 are 
due at the first meeting in each of the following months.  A members dues must be 
paid and up-to-date before he can fish any club tournaments, no exceptions.




Paragraph B.  New Members will be required to pay $30.00 upon acceptance into the club.  
The money is for the following:


$ 20 .00 – Current Months Dues


$ 10.00 –  Membership Fee




Paragraph C.  There will be no refund to a member who elects to resign or dissolve his affiliation with this club. 


Article 6.  GENERAL ARTICLES.



Section 1.  MEETINGS.




Paragraph A. Twenty Five Percent (25%) of the club membership must be present to conduct 
club business.




Paragraph B.  Regular meetings will begin at 7:30 P.M. the Thursday prior to each 
tournament. During months of no tournaments, the President will set the dates for 
those monthly meetings.




Paragraph C.  Special meetings shall be held as required to conduct chapter business of an 
urgent or unusual nature.




Paragraph D.  No alcoholic beverages will be consumed during club meetings.




Paragraph E.  The president at the last meeting of the year shall appoint an Audit Committee 
to audit the Treasure's books prior to the first meeting of the new year.  This 
committee shall consist of the incoming treasurer and two other members, unless 
the current treasurer has been reelected. In the event this happens the Vice President 
will chair the Audit Committee.  The outgoing/current treasurer will not be a 
member of this committee, but shall be present.



Section 2.  COMMITTEES. In addition to other committees appointed by the president, to conduct 
affairs of the club, the president shall appoint the following standing committees to function 
during his term of office.




Paragraph A.  Raffle Committee Chairman.  Distribute raffle tickets and collect moneys 
rom the sale of raffle tickets.  Maintain an accurate list of all outstanding raffle 
tickets.  Members are responsible for payment in full of all raffle tickets received, 
or return of all unsold tickets.




Paragraph B.  Tournament Committee.  The chairman of this committee, having been 
elected under the provisions of the Constitution Article, will be the senior member 
of this committee.  He will be called the Tournament Director.  Additional 
members will be appointed by the Tournament Director for the purpose of:





1.  Establishing a list of tournament dates/sites to be submitted to the club in the month of January and approved by the membership in the month of February.

.





2.  Act as tournament officials at each club tournament.  In this capacity, they will inspect boats for safety, supervise the blast-off, weigh-in, drawing of starting positions and recording of weights. When circumstance, bad weather, low water or any other unsafe condition arises, the tournament director and tournament committee will make a decision based on good judgment and membership input as too what action will be taken Course of actions will be determined the morning of or the night before the scheduled tournament but not before 12 hours prior to the scheduled tournament..  The tournament director, due to unsafe conditions can:





a.
Cancel a tournament





b.
Change the tournament hours






c.
Change the tournament location
In the case of cancellation of a tournament, the tournament will be rescheduled at that same tournament site at a future date determined at the next club meeting.





3.  Provide a tournament report at the meeting subsequent to each tournament.





4.  Provide the membership a comprehensive point standing at the meeting subsequent to each tournament.





5.  Maintain the scales and all associated equipment and ensuring that the scales and equipment are brought to each tournament site.




Paragraph C.  Awards/Banquet Committee.  Shall consist of a Chairman and two 
additional members appointed by the president who will:





1.  Conduct business as required for the good of the club.

2. Provide periodic reports to the club on the status of awards recommended and procured, and banquet arrangements




Paragraph D.  Youth Committee.  The chairman of this committee shall be appointed by the





 President. Additional members will be appointed by the chairman. The youth committee is established for the purpose of:





1. Establishing and maintaining an active youth program sponsored by the club.





2. Reporting to the club on a monthly basis as to the progress, problems, up-coming events, etc. of the youth program.





3. Coordinate with the Region and State Federation Youth Chairman on youth program business.

4. Ensure that all information and procedures are passed on to any newly appointed chairman.

Paragraph E.  Public Affairs Committee.  Shall consist of a Chairman and any number of 
members that the chairman fell he needs to complete a task.  The President shall 
appoint the PA Chairman.  The PA Committee shall be responsible for:

1. Establishing and maintaining affiliation with all local media.

2. Serve as the point of contact for the club in all matters concerning public relations.

3. Promote the Elizabeth  City Bassmasters

2. TOURNAMENT BY-LAWS


Article 1.  BOATING SAFETY



Section 1.  COAST GUARD REQUIREMENTS.  All boats must meet minimum Coast Guard 
requirements.



Section 2.  KILL SWITCH DEVICE.  Boats with combustion engines must have a kill switch 
device.  Switch will be checked at the discretion of the tournament committee.



Section 3.  FLOATATION DEVICES.  While tournament fishing, all fisherman in the boat must 
have a Coast Guard approved life jacket.  The life jacket will be worn at all times while the 
gasoline engine is running.



Section 4.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE/DRUGS.  No alcoholic beverages or prescription drug or 
illegal substance, unless the drug has been prescribed by a physician, will be consumed or 
used during tournament hours.



Section 5.  HORSEPOWER RATING.  The maximum horsepower permitted for use in a club 
tournament will not exceed the maximum horsepower rating on the label installed by the 
manufacturer of the boat.



Section 6.  COMPLIANCE MANDATORY.  Failure to comply with Section 1 though 5 of Article 
1 of the Tournament By-Laws constitutes grounds for disqualification.


Article 2.  TOURNAMENT RULES.



Section 1.  TOURNAMENT SITE/DATES. Will be approved as soon as possible after 1 January of 
each year by the club membership.



Section 2. TYPES. Tournaments will be individual type.  They will be conducted as follows:




Paragraph A. The club will fish Ten (10) regular tournaments between the 1st of March and 
the 30th of November. These tournaments shall all be conducted on Saturday 
except for the last two tournaments of the year will be conducted on Sunday to 
allow hunters to hunt on Saturday.



Paragraph B.  PARTICIPATION.  Only active, paid-up members will be allowed to fish 
scheduled club tournaments and receive points for fishing the tournament.  Guests 
will be allowed to fish, but must fish with a club member.  Guests will be charged a 
tournament fee of $25.00.  Points earned, as a guest will not be included in the club 
standings. Guests can fish with the same club member only once in the same year. 



Section 3.  FISH LENGTH AND LIMITS.




Paragraph A. CREEL LIMIT.  There will be a five (5) fish limit.  All fish must be (14) 
inches or over, or conform to the state laws and regulations as the apply to 
size/creel limits at the site of the tournament.




Paragraph B.  MEASURING FISH.  The fish will be measured on a flat board, mouth 
closed, and the tail laid on the board in a natural manner.  One (1) sweep of the tail 
will be allowed.  Mangled, mashed, mauled or otherwise altered fish will be 
weighted at the discretion of the tournament director.




Paragraph C. TRADING OF FISH.  Trading or giving any part of a catch to another 
competitor will result in disqualification of all parties involved.



Section 4.  LIVE BAIT.  No live bait may be used.



Section 5.  LIVEWELLS.  All boats must be equipped with an aerated livewell, and must be 
operational.  The tournament committee prior to each tournament will check Livewells and 
aerators.


Section 6. TOURNAMENT PRIZES.  Tournament prizes will be determined by the number of 
active members as of  club meeting in March and the payout matrix contained in enclosure 
(2).




Paragraph A.  Payout will be total individual weight.



Section 7.  WEIGH-IN OFFICIALS.  Will be the tournament committee.  The committee will 
maintain the official weight scales, stand and records.  The committee is responsible for the 
accurate entry of each member’s catch.



Section 8.  LIVE FISH RELEASE.  Tournament contestants are to release all fish after weigh-in.  


Section 9. SCORING. Scoring will be determined by the pound and ounces or pound and hundredths 
of pounds system.  Club standings for shall be by the point system.  Points matrix is attached 
to the by-laws as Enclosure (1). Angler of the Year will be determined by total weight for the 
tournament year.



Section 10. PENALTIES. The following will be considered when determining the total pounds and 
ounces or pounds and hundredths of pounds:




Paragraph A. DEAD FISH.  A penalty of five (5) ounces (.31) will be deducted for each 
dead fish weighed in. This will be deducted from the total weight and not from the 
"Big Fish" weight.




Paragraph B. SHORT FISH. Contestants attempting to weigh-in fish that prove to be less 
than legal size will be penalized 1 pound per short fish. If the short fish is the only 
fish presented for weigh-in, the member will be assessed a 50 point penalty for the 
tournament.




Paragraph C.  LATE FOR WEIGH-IN.  Contestants who are not at the official check in 
area at the appointed time will be penalized at the rate of one (1) pound per minute 
to be deducted from the biggest fish/creel weight.  Any contestant more than fifteen 
(15) minutes late (to be determined by the tournament director) shall lose all credit 
for that day's catch, but not participation points.



Section 11. TIES.  In the event of a tie between two or more members, for a tournament, the 
following criteria for payouts will be used:




1.  Number of Fish




2.  Biggest Fish




3.  Equal Distribution of the Prize Money



Section 12.  PROBLEMS DURING TOURNAMENT HOURS.  If during tournament hours a 
contestant has any problem, his and his partners stringer can be weighed in by another 
contestant, provided the other contestant has a partner or one of the contestants having a 
problem accompanies the contestant who brings the fish to the scales.



Section 13. ARRIVING LATE FOR A TOURNAMENT.  Members who arrive late for a 
tournament after the blast-off will be allowed to participate in the tournament, but they must 
first locate a fellow club member who is participating in the tournament, and have his 
livewell checked prior to starting to fish.  If they want to participate in the big fish pot they 
should let the person checking the boat know that they want in the big fish pot.


Section 14. CULLING.  All fish must be caught alive and in a sporting manner.  A competitor will 
not have more than the tournament limit in his livewell at anytime.  No culling will be 
allowed at the launch site.



Section 15.  FISHING LOCATION.  All water that can be reached by boat form the launch site can 
be fished.  Fishing is not permitted within fifty (50) yards of another competitors boat which 
is anchored and his trolling motor up.



Section 16.  PROTESTS.  Any member participating in the tournament may protest the actions, 
procedures or results of a club member/members, or the tournament itself.  The protest will 
be submitted to the tournament director within fifteen (15) minutes after the close of the 
tournament.  A tournament is considered closed when the last contestant has weighed his 
fish.  The tournament committee will make a ruling on the protest before any prizes have 
been paid out.



Section 17.  NON-BOATERS.  All non-boaters expressing a desire to fish will be afforded every 
opportunity to fish.  In cases where non-boaters are unable to obtain a partner, the 
tournament director will place all members names that are fishing alone, in a hat and will 
draw a name(s) to fill each non-boater requirement.  Non-Boaters are expected to pay his fair 
share of the days operating expenses, this to be worked out between the boater and non-
boater prior to the start of the tournament.


Article 3.  AWARDS



Section 1. TROPHIES/PLAQUES. Trophies/plaques will be awarded subject to the following and  
 
  determined by the final point standings:




Paragraph A.  The top three club members of the year will receive a trophy or plaque.




Paragraph B.  The member with the largest fish for the year will receive a trophy or plaque.




Paragraph C.  Angler of the Year will receive a trophy or plaque.




Paragraph D.  Most Improved angler will receive a trophy or plaque



Section 2. AWARD SELECTION AND COST.  The total amount to be spent on the end-of-the-year awards shall not be more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) .  The type of awards to be presented shall be determined by the awards committee , based on input from those who will be receiving the awards.  The Awards committee shall be appointed in the month of August each year.  The following are the annual awards:

Angler of the Year

First Place 

Second Place 

Third Place

Lunker

Most Improved

Husband & Wife Winner

Classic Boater Winner

Classic Non-Boater Winner


Section 3.  FIRST PLACE POINT HOLDER will be awarded his club dues free for the following 

   year.



Section 4.  TIES FOR END OF YEAR AWARDS.  In the case of a tie for any of the end of year 

    awards, the tie will be broken by a four (4) hour fish-off.  The site and date to be set by the 
    tournament director, unless the tournament director is a participant in the fish-off, in this 
   
    case the site and date will be set by a member of the tournament committee, not 
   
  
    participating in the fish-off.     


Article 4.  CLUB CLASSIC TOURNAMENT


Section 1. WHEN AND WHERE 



Paragraph A. The ECBM Classic will be conducted prior to 01 November each year.



Paragraph B.  The tournament will be a two (2) day tournament.




Paragraph C.  The tournament site will be determined by random draw from the 





tournament sites fished from the previous year.  The drawing for tournament site 



will be conducted within a week of the classic tournament.  Tournament waters 




will be off limits until the tournament date.


Section 2. WHO CAN PARTICIPATE   



Paragraph A.  The participants of the classic will be the top 12 point holders from the 




previous year.




Paragraph B.  To participate in the classic the contestant must be a member in good 




standing at the time of the classic.  Members dues must be current.




Paragraph C.  Participant must have fished at least eight tournaments from the previous 




year. 




Paragraph D.  Participation in the classic will be determined from the past years final 




standings.


Section 3.  CLASSIC PROCEDURES



Paragraph A.  The top six point holders will be boaters.  



Paragraph B.  The next six point holders will be non-boaters and will be paired, by 




random 
draw, with a boater.



Paragraph C.   The boaters will be competing against the other five boaters to be the 




ECBM CLASSIC “BOATER” for 20**.  The non-boaters will be competing 




against the other five non-boaters to be the ECBM CLASSIC NON-BOATER 




for 20**.




Paragraph D.  This will be winner take all tournament.  Boater winner would receive a 




plaque and $.  The non-boater winner would receive a plaque and  $..



Paragraph E. Boater and non-boaters may switch which boat will be used in the classic, 




but they cannot switch the division they qualified for.



Section 4.  ENTRY FEES AND PAYOUT



Paragraph A.  The club will provide $500.  This will be contingent on the financial 




situation of the club at the time of the classic.  This money will be divided 




between Boater / Non-Boater on a $300 to the Boater division and $200 to the 




non-boater division..



Paragraph B.  The entry fee for the classic will be $20.00 for each boater and $10.00 for 




each non-boater.



Paragraph C.  This is a winner-take-all tournament, from each division.


POINTS MATRIX

1.
EACH MEMBER SHALL RECEIVE FIFTY (50) POINTS FOR EACH TOURNAMENT FISHED.  THESE ARE CALLED PARTICIPATION POINTS.

2.
POINTS WILL BE AWARDED TO EACH MEMBER WHO WEIGHTS IN FISH. THESE POINTS ARE CALLED TOURNAMENT POINTS. TOURNAMENT POINTS WILL BE DETERMINED AS TO PLACE OF FINISH IN THE TOURNAMENT:



PLACE OF
TOURNAMENT
PARTICIPATION
TOTAL


FINISH
POINTS

POINTS

POINTS



1

150


50


200



2

145


50


195



3

140


50


190



4

135


50


185



5

130


50


180



6

125


50


175



7

120


50


170



8

115


50


165



9

110


50


160



10

105


50


155



11

100


50


150



12

 95


50


145



13

 90


50


140



14

 85


50


135



15

 80


50


130



16

 75


50


125



17

 70


50


120



18

 65


50


115




19

 60


50


110



20

 55


50


105



21

 50


50


100



22

 45


50


 95



23

 40


50


 90



24

 35


50


 85



25

 30


50


 80

3.
TOURNAMENT POINTS AND PARTICIPATION POINTS WILL BE COMBINED TO DETERMINE TOTAL POINTS AWARDED FOR THE TOURNAMENT.

4. MEMBERS WILL COUNT ONLY EIGHT (8) OF THEIR TEN (10) TOURNAMENT TO DETERMINE 


FINAL END-OF-THE YEAR POINTS. 


ENCLOSURE (1)
PAYOUT MATRIX

NUMBER OF 

MEMBERS


PAYOUT

10 through 12


1st - $50.00





2nd - $30.00





3rd - $20.00

13 through 15


1st - $75.00





2nd - $50.00





3rd – $25.00

16 through 19


1st - $100.00





2nd - $50.00





3rd – $25.00

20 through 25


1st - $125.00





2nd - $75.00





3rd – $50.00

26 through 30


1st - $150.00





2nd - $100.00





3rd – $75.00


















Enclosure (2)

PAGE  
14


